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AO1 Base Therapy
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts 

Students should be able to: 

· Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response. 

· Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.
Complete all of the BASE Therapy tasks before attempting the BASE Test

Task 1
Let’s start with some good news: it is quite easy to secure this level for Literature! All you need to do is know what happens in the novel, play, and poems you have studied in class and why the writer might have written them.
To get the examiner on your side, there are a few basics you have to nail:

1. Learn the names of the author/playwright/poets you have studied AND know how to spell them correctly!
2. Always refer to the author/playwright/poets by their surname! This will automatically make you sound more academic and convincing. NEVER refer to them by their first name only.

3. Remember the form of the texts you’re studying. Instead of ‘book’, try to use the words play, novel, novella or poem. You’d be surprised at how many students get this wrong.

Key words for a play: act, scene, stage direction, line, prologue
Key words for a novel or novella: chapter, paragraph, sentence, narrative

Key words for a poem: title, form, stanza, rhyme, rhythm, line

Practise using these words and names by writing out a sentence about each text you have studied.

For example: In Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet, Act 5 brings Romeo and Juliet’s tragic deaths.
Task 2

You know that song that you hate because it’s ALWAYS on the radio? Ever noticed how you can remember EVERY word of it?

You need to show the examiner that you are familiar with the whole text. You will probably have to read them in class but you’ll need to keep going over the events to keep them clear in your mind. 
· When studying a text, watch (and save) a YouTube summary to help you memorise the narrative. 
· Keep them in your favourites tab or a revision playlist.
· For any parts of the text or quotations you just can’t remember, consider using them as your phone’s background or lock screen for just 24 hours- you’ll be amazed at how many times you see and read them!
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Task 3

You Know Who

Knowing the characters will help you remember a wider range of examples (this will be essential to access the higher grade boundaries). Many students try to memorise quotes in a completely random way. This makes their job far too difficult. Linking quotes to characters will make it easier to memorise a huge range of examples from the text.
· Create a revision postcard for each main character. 
· From the options below, pick 3 adjectives to describe the character, or come up with your own:

	kind
	brave
	selfish
	violent

	helpful
	attractive
	snobby
	cold

	sociable
	loving
	wise
	humorous

	ambitious
	confident
	foolish
	timid


· Write down (in order) that character’s 5 main moments in the story.

· Now list 5 quotations from the text which are used to describe the character’s appearance
· Now list 5 quotations which describe the character’s personality and behaviour
· Now look-cover-write-check your quotations.
***You could also do something similar for the descriptions of the main settings in the text.
Task 4

What do you think?
You must present your knowledge and understanding of the text by choosing references (quotes or examples) and then commenting on them.

If the examiners can’t understand you, they won’t give you any marks! By now you will know a lot about plot events, characters, settings and themes. You must now express these clearly. 
1. Gather together all your class and revision notes and use them while you’re completing this task. (The exam might be hard but revision doesn’t have to be.)

2. Pick (or ask someone else to pick) 10 random quotes from any of your notes on the text and then copy them down in a list in the middle of an A4 or A3 page.

3. To the left of the quote, write down WHAT you think the writer was trying to achieve.

4. To the right of the quote, write down HOW you think that quote has achieved the writer’s desired effect. (This explanation could include references to themes, language techniques, connections to other moments in the text and/or social and historical connections) 
5. This is a neat revision trick to use all the way through your GCSE. Asking someone to challenge you to comment on quotes will simulate the unpredictability of the exam. Try to do this once a week to keep your skills sharp.
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