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AO1 Advanced Therapy
AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts 

Students should be able to: 

· Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response. 

· Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.
Task 1

Academic expression

By now you’ll have worked out that students generally have similar ideas about texts. For many students, the deciding factor in their grade will be the sophistication of the language they use to explain themselves. The more sophisticated your language, the more convincing you’ll be. The three tips below will help transform your academic expression.
	Print and keep a copy of “Geoff Barton’s 100 words to sharpen your expression”.

Complete the audit on the first page and then work on embedding the unfamiliar words into your vocabulary. Don’t be afraid to use them incorrectly on the way to getting them right! 

This is a long term fix and it will take time to build up this skill. Try repeating the audit every couple of weeks to monitor how your vocabulary is developing!

	Practice using academic sentence stems to add ‘layers’ of analysis to your understanding of texts. Try these 3 to get you started:

· Not only… but also… (Not only does Malcom prove himself as shrewd for escaping Scotland, but also as wise, for testing the loyalty of the thanes before trusting them.)
· This feeling of … is reinforced by… (This feeling of foreboding after Romeo and Juliet’s first night together is reinforced by Juliet’s remark looking down upon a departing Romeo “as one dead in the bottom of a tomb”.)
· When considering… one must also… (When considering Claudio’s reaction to Hero at the alter, one must also remember the trope of the cuckold in Elizabethan culture).

	Add evaluative language into your essays. As you will know from GCSE English Language, evaluative adverbs are a good way of showing you have critically engaged with a writer’s work. Practice with the following:
Artfully 
Clearly

Concisely

Effectively

Imaginatively

Ironically

Ominously

Poignantly

Strikingly

Subtly

Typically

For example: Priestley subtly foreshadows Eric’s secret by placing him ‘downstage’ with his back to the audience.


Task 2
Judicious and Precise
To achieve the highest marks, you must demonstrate a convincing analysis supported by perfectly chosen references. This is actually quite simple but you’ll need to choose some ‘multi-purpose’ quotations. These will be the definitive quotes which relate to themes in your chosen texts. Here are some examples of multi-purpose quotations:
Romeo and Juliet:
“My only love sprung from my only hate My only love sprung from my only hateMy only love sprung from my only hate “
= fate, conflict, contrast, family
Great Expectations:  
“I must be taken as I have been made. The success is not mine, the failure is not mine, but the two together make me.” 
= ambition & self-improvement, social class, integrity, parental relationships
Concept Cards
· Make a note card for each of the main themes (1 per card)

· Now find as many quotes as possible for each theme and add each quote to a different card.

· With a partner, take turns to place a theme card down and add as many quote cards on top as possible. You must explain HOW your quote links to the chosen theme. 

· If you can’t explain, your partner can claim all of the cards! You can decide if you get your cards back at the end of the game!
All of the Literature exam questions (regardless of board) will focus on a specific theme or concept. To access the higher grades, you will need to focus your analysis on the theme mentioned in the question. This is actually very helpful as it simplifies the task and will make it easier for you to follow a specific line of exploration. Look at the various questions below:

· How does Russell use the characters of Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Lyons in Blood Brothers to explore ideas about class? (AQA)

· Explain the importance of betrayal in the Tempest (Edexcel)

· In this poem Keats explores ideas about nature. Write about the ways in which Keats presents nature in this poem. (Eduqas)
· Compare how the difficulties of teenage friendships and growing up are presented in these two extracts. (OCR)

Make a Venn diagram for each of your multipurpose quotations. Break down the quotation according to the various AO’s. This will ensure you squeeze every last drop out of the most useful quotes in the text.
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Task 3
Critical, exploratory, conceptualised response

A critical and mature understanding of a text can be achieved by focusing on its overall purpose. You should plan an introduction and points that answer the exam question by thinking about authorial intent. This means considering why the writer designed each character, setting and event of their text for their contemporary audience.

Start to consider authorial intent by listing key characters and themes from your exam texts in the first column below and use the analytical verb to consider the purpose of each character or theme. Some examples have been started for you.
	Through the character/theme of…
	The writer…..
	(link to a wider message of the text or a contextual factor)

	The Inspector

(An Inspector Calls)
	Contrasts
	Mr Birling’s callous views and provides a mouthpiece for socialism, something at the heart of 1946 politics because …

	The supernatural

(Macbeth)
	Foreshadows
	Macbeth’s hamartia: he is instantly intrigued by the witches’ predictions and his quest for power is …

	
	Questions
	

	
	Criticises
	

	
	Celebrates
	

	
	Highlights
	

	
	Warns
	

	
	Mocks
	

	
	Subverts
	


Now write out your notes from each row of the grid into a full sentence:

Through the character of The Inspector, the writer contrasts Mr Birling’s callous views and provides a mouthpiece for socialism, something at the heart of 1946 politics because the post-war audience had just voted in a Labour Prime Minister with a landslide victory.

These sentences are particularly useful to create central points, or thesis statements, for exam questions that might come up. 
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